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RISK ASSESSMENT (WORKED EXAMPLE)

Our Church Risk Assessment

Name of church:
TBC

Address:
T8C

How we carried out the risk assessment

1. First of all we looked at information produced
by Methodist Insurance to help us understand
where hazards could occur in our church. This
included their Health and Safety Made Simple
Guide, the introduction to this template, and the
guidance provided on their website at www.
methodistinsurance.co.uk/healthandsafety.
We also looked at relevant information provided
by the Health and Safety Executive at www.
hse.gov.uk

2. We discussed if anyone could remember if
there had ever been any accidents in the past.

3. We then discussed if any other users of the
church or anyone who had done work for the
church had reported any concerns regarding
health and safety.

4. We then walked around the church, the grounds
and any other buildings we are responsible for
and noted anything that might cause harm. \We
considered how accidents might happen and
how serious the outcome of those might be.
We noted if there were any precautions in place
or any additional ones we could take. If it was
possible to eliminate the risk entirely we did this
as soon as we could. This was based on what
we had learned from the information we had
reviewed above (note one).

*Designated member of the CC with responsibility for health and safety.

Date(s) assessment carried out:

30/08/13

Date review of assessment required:

30/08/19

Signed*:

We also considered any hazards presented by
other activities, such as festivals, concerts or
other events including fetes etc. Where these
were to be held, we agreed that we would
review health and safety precautions before
holding the event.

We recorded the findings of our assessment
using this template.

We communicated the findings to all our
employees and volunteers, including anyone
new who joins us.

We have put the risk assessment into practice,
making sure that each identified action is
progressed and noting when each one is
completed on this template.

We will review and update our risk assessments
where we suspect they are no longer valid.


www.methodistinsurance.co.uk/healthandsafety
www.methodistinsurance.co.uk/healthandsafety
http://www.hse.gov.uk
http://www.hse.gov.uk

RISK ASSESSMENT (WORKED EXAMPLE)

Area assessed: Internal areas of the church (for example

1 U‘Lﬂ:/{e our C/UM"L/\. worship area, meeting rooms, halls and toilets,
storerooms, organ lofts, boiler rooms etc.)

Who might be harmed?: Members of the church, employees,
volunteers, visitors, ministers, preachers,
in fact anyone visiting the church

Who When
Tick here Existing Additional needs | does this
if risk or precautions in | precautions to need to be
N/A place required take completed
action? | by?

What could cause Tick when | Completion

completed | date

harm?

Trips:

e \Worn or unfixed
carpet edges, rugs or

kitchen areas), : X areaf.

e \\alk-in contaminant
from adverse weather
(for example, mud,
rainwater, etc.),

doormats .
] Cﬂrp:fimjam/
¢ Trailing wires, cables or : condition,
leads o properly fixed
. . Aown.. :
e \\orn, damaged or : : - :
uneven steps or stairs | Notrailing leady . Replace worn
. _ ' Risk / : or cablef moted, t(oorma.tu\.pord».
e Poor lighting : LAl stepslstais in tngpect floor BA  30/o8/18
— . : : A condition. : wvering; !
e Missing or defective  * N/A L goonconai : o
handrails ] L ood lighting  periodically.
] o Levely. Kegula.rLj )
e \/ariations in the level : D maintained
of floors (for example, : handraily
ramps) provided.
e Restricted access ] :
including doorway
widths
LSOO U U S S Ut S SO U U U UUE SUUUUUURUPRUNE ST
Slips :
e Smooth floor surfaces,
e Cleaning activity :
making floors slippery X i
(for example, wet : © No fmooth floor f
mopping, use of L purfaces noted.
polishes, etc.), : L Nopolishes :
*Wet or contaminated ~ : _. 4 L :
floors from poor Risk diznding :
maintenance (for : : RL T :
example, leaking roofs), : N/A E ’_‘“ta"ﬁf”"“{"{ x
wn entrance porch
e Spillages of food or ] © Uee above). There :
drink (particularly in ] D areno bifthen i



RISK ASSESSMENT (WORKED EXAMPLE)

Tick here
if risk or
N/A

Existing
precautions in
place

What could cause

harm?

Falls From Height:

* \When changing

lightbulbs
* When cleaning or Adequate,
decorating proprictary
Stepladder
¢ \When putting available.
decorations or displays L Stepladder in
up oY 3aw{w&v{‘tﬁohf
s v R
¢ Inadequately guarded ! g
balconies or other areas : N/A Stepladdder
at height 3 L property stored
] : Uferf fnow how to
e Fragile ceiling material Do it fafely.
where work or access : Information on
is required : L
e Damaged ladders,
stepladders or other
access equipment
e Other.
Fire:
Fire rifh
e Accumulations of Af!tffmwt:
combustible waste : Aome. Complies
) 3 with guidance
e Accumulations of : AL
flammable materials @ Risk Ve L opemndn
e Blocked or obstructed i f:t‘:*‘/f"‘ AL;
exit routes *N/A : mfezzg
: Al checks being
e | ocked escape doors : completed.
Recordf
e Portable heaters Avmilable.

When
does this
need to be
completed
action? | by?

Additional
precautions
required

Tick when
completed

Make periodic
theeky of
Stepladder. 86
keep records of
theckS made.

30/08/1%

Completion
date

Electricity:
i Fixed wiring
e Faulty or damaged o ingpected/tested
fixed wiring : o every five yeary.
3 I Completed by
e Faulty, damaged or : Risk ‘/ acompetent
unauthorised portable e,
electrical equipment : o : Records of checks
e Faulty or damaged ] / 3 W‘-”“ available.
extension cables or ] Repairf completed
adaptors Lj:;lr\et&b\t
(1 WUAN..

* lmplement formal

i cheekf of portable

L equipment. Checky
Cb be made 5_7 : 68
: competent perfom.

I Recordf of checky to

be kept.

30/08/13



RISK ASSESSMENT (WORKED EXAMPLE)

What could cause

harm?

N/A

Gas:

e Defective or poorly .
maintained gas boilers Risk \/
or pipework ]

* Other. A

Work Equipment:

e Defective or poorly
maintained power tools :
(for example, vacuum

etc.)

e Defective or poorly S N/A
maintained hand tools
(for example, garden :
shears, hammers, etc.) :

Asbestos:

e |n insulation, lagging or
fire protection :

« In wall and roof linings  : Risk v

e |n organ blowers
e [n motor housings

e Other.

Glazing:

¢ Non-safety glass in : Risk v

doors, partitions or

floors N/A
e Other :
Hazardous
Substances:

e Cleaning products (for :
example polish, drain = :
cleaner, etc.) ] N/A

Manual Handling :
(lifting or carrying): :

e Bulky or unwieldy

furniture Risk /

e Heavy audio visual or
computer equipment N/A

e General rubbish that
may include breakages
(for example, glass)

Tick here
if risk or

cleaners, floor polishers Risk / Equipment feen.is

Existing Additional
precautions in | precautions
place required

baf boiler i
checked(serviced
Cnmp[lfu{ 5_7 baf

Safe engincer.
Recordf are
available. No
porwk heaters
wfed.

mplement
D formal checks (fee

ingood order. electricity above).

Find out if there
& afbestof in the
g thurch.
 Make and keep an
up—ta—t{nte. record
: thss.

Afsefs the righ.
: fromthe material
: Prepare a plan for

 measy

Seps needed. Review
:and monitor

m ements put
: %ta.u.p

Only hongehold

2 products ufed in
. the church. Ufer
: hnowf how to ufe
prat{uct[ )'A-][!Lj.
S AL producty are

Jafely stored.

Trolleys available

to move heavy
aéj ecty.

Userf fnow how to
: ue the equipmnt
: fafely. Equipment

of checked
periodically.

Records are kept

of the checks
made.

When
does this
need to be
completed

Tick when
completed

action? | by?

30/08/1%

30/08/1%

Completion
date




RISK ASSESSMENT (WORKED EXAMPLE)

Who When
Tick here Existing Additional needs | does this
if risk or precautions in | precautions to need to be
N/A place required take completed

action? | by?

What could cause

Tick when | Completion

harm? completed | date

her:
Other Risk
N/A
h :
Other Risk :
EN/A
h :
Other Risk :
EN/A



RISK ASSESSMENT (WORKED EXAMPLE)

Area assessed: Outside areas of our church (for example,

2. O“tﬂ‘lk our church roofs and other high levels, outbuildings, grounds,
car park, etc.).

Who might be harmed?: Members of the church, employees,
volunteers, visitors, Ministers, in fact
anyone visiting the church.

Who When
What could cause | g 0 | S nsin | procautions | to | need tobe | Tickwhen | Completion
harm? p preca completed | date
N/A place required take completed
action? | by?
Trips:
e Uneven footpaths
e Damaged paving Footpaths in good
stones and slabs : L condition.
* \Worn damaged or ] g B Zf’f{t’s‘;‘t}"”f |
1 . noled. oS i ! . . .
uneven steps Risk / . :tﬂml{tf(;t;v:{, :
e Kerbs, ledger stones ] i Handrail ;B :t""’ . 8é& . 30/08/13
causing obstruction i L provided injpect pathy :
] N/A X ¢rwr/u4ug.
. ) an,fft f. 4
e Protruding tree roots : : t)
and undergrowth | Allgraed areas
] 1 Are mown on a
e Poor lighting : " reqular bagyy.
e Missing or defective :
handrails
LU U s SOt S SO OO UU TSRO PEUU U SR
Slips
e Poor drainage of
footpaths
e Growth of algae or
moss
e Accumulations of : D AL Arainaac :
wet leaves or loose . : 5 9 o keep records of :
materials - Risk v I B : :
i britting Injpect paths B2 i 30fod/td
¢ Inadequate precautions : N/A D malerialy : eriod: X
for adverse weather C available. L ety
(for example snow, ice, : X X
etc.)

e \\Valk-in contaminant
from adverse weather
(for example mud,
rainwater, etc.)



RISK ASSESSMENT (WORKED EXAMPLE)

What could cause

harm?

Falls From Height:

e Access requiring the

use of ladders, hatches,

sloping roofs, etc.

e Restricted access
widths around spires

¢ |nadequate protection
afforded by parapets

or other fragile roofing
material

e Damaged ladders,
stepladders or access
equipment

¢ Inadequate temporary
edge protection (such
as, guard rails and toe
boards)

® Damaged or displaced
trees

e Protruding tree roots

e Diseased trees

Car Park:

e Entrance and exits not
clearly marked

e Poor lighting

e Potholes

e Other.

Electricity:

e Faulty or damaged
fixed wiring

e Faulty, damaged or
unauthorised portable
electrical equipment

e Faulty or damaged
extension cables or
adaptors

Risk v

e Unprotected roof lights

Tick here
if risk or
N/A

Existing
precautions in
place

Adequaty,
proprictary
ftepbu{t{zr
available.
L Stepladder in
500// condition!
checked before
wie. Stepladder

NA e o

! Uferf tnow how to
L owedt J’Aﬁlg.

" Information on
U ufe available.

Al treef ingpected.
I No :kfut,r noted
© Recordf are

N/A D available

Entrance to car
i parky dearly
marked. Lighting
o provided and
q iwworﬁa\g order.
- liptings

N/A infpected

Recordf of
© thecks made are
L available.

Additional
precautions
required

Make periodic
checky

of stepladder.

keep records of

thecks madde.

Make pravﬂﬂanfor
Aealing with ice/

Snow.

Implement formal
I checky of portable
e»,uipmmt. Checks

to be made by

wmpatmt perfon.

Retordf of checks
to be kept.

-1

8¢

8¢

When
does this
need to be
completed

action? | by?

30/08/13

30/08/13

30/08/13

Tick when
completed

Completion
date




RISK ASSESSMENT (WORKED EXAMPLE)

What could cause

harm?

Gas:

e | iquefied petroleum
gas (LPG) bottles
incorrectly sited

® Pipework damaged

Work Equipment:

e Defective or poorly
maintained power
tools (for example,
lawnmowers,
strimmers, etc.)

e Defective or poorly
maintained hand tools
(for example, garden

shears, hammers, etc.) :

Hazardous
Substances:

* Maintenance products
(for example, petrol,
liquefied petroleum
gas, etc.),

e Horticultural products
(for example,
pesticides, weedkillers,
fertilisers, etc.)

Who When
Tick here Existing Additional does this

- . . . needs Tick when | Completion
if risk or precautions in | precautions need to be

. to take completed | date
N/A place required action? completed

by?

Risk ‘/ No L6 if wfed at
the church.
CN/A

Risk / No garden
machinery o
N/A provided for uge.

Only household

] © horticultural
E : producty are ufed.
Risk / Uferf fmnow how
to ue prot{uct[
EN/A iy
K AL prw{nct/

are Jafely stored.



RISK ASSESSMENT (WORKED EXAMPLE)

Want to know more?

We have produced some other useful resources to help you get started or simply check the adequacy of
what you have already done. These are all available at:

www.methodistinsurance.co.uk/healthandsafety

Note: if you are in Ireland, Northern Ireland, Jersey, Guernsey or the Isle of Man then regional variations might apply. In this instance,
you should check the guidance provided by the enforcing authority for your region. This will be freely available on their website.

Information in this document

This guidance is provided for information purposes and is general and educational in nature and does not constitute legal advice.

You are free to choose whether or not to use it and it should not be considered a substitute for seeking professional help in specific
circumstances. Accordingly, Methodist Insurance PLC shall not be liable for any losses, damages, charges or expenses, whether direct,
indirect, or consequential and howsoever arising, that you suffer or incur as a result of or in connection with your use or reliance on the
information provided in this guidance except for those which cannot be excluded by law. Where this guidance contains links to other
sites and resources provided by third parties, these links are provided for your information only. Methodist Insurance is not responsible
for the contents of those sites or resources. You acknowledge that over time the information provided in this guidance may become out

of date and may not constitute best market practice.

Need to contact us?

Call our Risk Management Advice Line on

0345 600 7531

Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm (excluding Bank Holidays).

We may monitor or record calls to improve our service.

Email us at: riskadvice @ micmail.co.uk

For further information on health and safety in churches:

METHODIST '"” INSURANCE

Methodist Insurance PLC

11 York Street

Manchester

M2 2AW

Tel: 0345 606 1331 Fax: 0345 604 6302
www.methodistinsurance.co.uk

Methodist Insurance PLC (MIC) Reg. No. 6369. Registered in
England at Benefact House, 2000, Pioneer Avenue, Gloucester
Business Park, Brockworth, Gloucester, GL3 4AW, United
Kingdom. MIC is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the
Prudential Regulation Authority. Firm Reference Number 136423.

PD3470 1 03/24


www.methodistinsurance.co.uk
mailto:riskadvice@micmail.co.uk
www.methodistinsurance.co.uk/healthandsafety

